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NEWS RELEASE

Dec. 20, 1995
UM’S COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY BURSTING AT THE SEAMS
MISSOULA The word is out that University of Montana College of Technology programs are placing
students in high-paying jobs across the state.
"We are full to the brim in our industrial programs," said Industrial-Technology
Department Chair Jim Lizotte. "It’s a problem to have this overload, but it’s a nice problem."
Industrial programs and vocational/technical training were in high demand throughout the
1970s, Lizotte said, but during the ’80s enrollment slowed down as national industries down-sized.
"Now w e’re back in the swing of things," he said.
"So many people fmd they can’t get jobs or find out that after a four-year degree they
aren’t doing what they thought they wanted to do," Lizotte said. "We can get people in and out of
here in one or two years and get them a good-paying job that will keep them here in the state—
we’re doing very well in job placement," he said.
With the help of more than $60,000 worth of equipment donations from corporate giants
like Navistar and Yahmaha this fall, COT industrial students are working on state of the art
engines and components. That makes students competitive in the job market, Lizotte said.
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